
 
AB Volvo 

 

 

AB Volvo (publ) Telephone Web 
Media relations +46 31 323 72 29 www.volvogroup.com/press   
405 08 Gothenburg   
Sweden 

 

Press release 

Electric articulated buses being tested in 
Gothenburg, Sweden – operations start in June 
 
In June, regular traffic with electrified buses will expand in Gothenburg. Two 
prototype all-electric articulated buses will be tested on part of route 16, which 
has frequent departures and carries a large number of passengers. The trial is 
being run within the framework of ElectriCity, which since 2015 has been 
running electrified buses in demo traffic on route 55 in Gothenburg. 
 
“By expanding the demonstration arena and testing high-capacity electric articulated 
buses on a route that carries many passengers, we can give more people in Gothenburg 
an attractive alternative to taking their own cars. The new all-electric buses are far 
quieter than diesel buses, they emit absolutely no exhaust gases, and they are designed 
for smooth and comfortable travel. They will also form an important basis for 
decisions about future investments in electric buses,” says Lars Holmin, chairman of 
public transport company Västtrafik. 
 
The two new additions that will become operational this summer are 18.7 metre long 
articulated buses with space for up to 135 passengers, of whom 38 seated. The buses 
feature four double doors, large unobstructed floor surfaces and ergonomically 
designed bars, grab-handles and backrests for standing passengers. The designers also 
focused on creating a colour-matched interior with suitable lighting. The idea is that a 
large number of passengers will be able to quickly board and exit the bus at every stop. 
On board there is free wi-fi, charging points for mobile phones, and enhanced traffic 
information.  
 
In addition to the vehicles themselves, a lot of attention has been spent on developing 
information on board the buses, with new types of screens both inside and outside 
being tested. Moreover, the bus stops at Eriksbergstorget and Lindholmen will have 
added weather protection. At two bus stops, Eriksbergstorget and Sahlgrenska 
University Hospital, there will be charging stations. These stations are based on the 
common OppCharge system interface, so they can also be used by electric buses from 
other manufacturers. 
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Between 14 and 21 June, the new electric buses will operate on the “Volvo Ocean 
Race route” between Nordstan and Frihamnen in the city centre in conjunction with the 
various activities linked to the race. From 25 June the buses will operate on route 16, 
between Eriksbergstorget and Nordstan in the mornings and evenings, and between 
Eriksbergstorget and Sahlgrenska hospital during the day. Operation will be handled 
by Transdev, which already provides bus services on the regular route 16. 
 
“Route 16 is one of the lines that transports most passengers in Gothenburg, giving us 
the opportunity to truly put the technology to the test. For instance, the batteries are 
dimensioned so the buses can run without needing a recharging break during peak 
hours. Instead, recharging will take place when there is less traffic, either at one of the 
two charging stations now being built on the route or when the buses return to the 
depot,” says Håkan Agnevall, President Volvo Buses, and continues: 
“Electric buses are quiet and emission-free, and create new opportunities for urban 
planning. It feels particularly good to be able to help reduce the noise level at 
Sahlgrenska hospital.”  
 
 
Facts, ElectriCity 
The new electrically powered articulated buses are part of ElectriCity, a partnership 
being jointly run by the research community, industry and society, where new 
solutions for next-generation sustainable urban traffic are developed, demonstrated and 
evaluated. The articulated bus project is being driven by the Volvo Group, Västtrafik, 
the City of Gothenburg, Göteborg Energi and Transdev.  
 
ElectriCity brings together the project’s partners – the Volvo Group, Region Västra 
Götaland, Västtrafik, the City of Gothenburg, Chalmers University of Technology, the 
Swedish Energy Agency, Johanneberg Science Park, Lindholmen Science Park, 
Göteborg Energi, Ericsson, Älvstranden Utveckling, Keolis, Akademiska Hus and 
Chalmersfastigheter.  
 
For more information about the joint ElectriCity project, visit: 
www.electricitygoteborg.se   
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Reporters who want more information, please contact  Helena Lundgren Lind,  
Volvo Buses, + 46 (0) 31 323 62 57 
 

 

 

 

For more stories from the Volvo Group, please visit www.volvogroup.com/press.  

 
The Volvo Group is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses, construction equipment and marine and 
industrial engines. The Group also provides complete solutions for financing and service. The Volvo Group, which 
employs almost 100,000 people, has production facilities in 18 countries and sells its products in more than 190 
markets. In 2017 the Volvo Group’s sales amounted to about SEK 335 billion (EUR 35 billion). The Volvo Group is a 
publicly-held company headquartered in Göteborg, Sweden. Volvo shares are listed on Nasdaq Stockholm. For more 
information, please visit www.volvogroup.com. 
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