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Volvo Technology Award for more energyefficient wheel loaders
The Volvo Technology Award for 2012 has gone to Björn Brattberg and SvenÅke Carlsson of Volvo Construction Equipment for their work on OptiShift, a
system that makes a wheel loader up to 15 percent more energy-efficient. The
award will be presented by Olof Persson, CEO and President of the Volvo
Group, at the company’s AGM on 4 April.

“I know the passion and enthusiasm all our engineers throughout the Group have for
their work, and it is a great pleasure for me to be able to honour two of them for the
development of OptiShift”, says Olof Persson.
To the customer, OptiShift offers an improvement of up to 15 percent in fuel economy
while reducing wear and tear on the powertrain, delivering lower operating costs. Gear
changing is also smoother, making the operator’s working environment more
comfortable. Other advantages include faster acceleration, improved hill climbing and
shorter operating cycle times. OptiShift was introduced as a standard feature on the
company’s bigger models in 2011.
“In collaboration with their colleagues, the winners have made a pioneering
breakthrough by applying high-quality engineering expertise. OptiShift will bring
significant benefits to our customers while reducing the impact on our environment,”
says Olof Persson.
In technical terms, the system consists of two functions. When a wheel loader carries a
load over longer transport distances, a lock-up function can reduce the engine revs.
With OptiShift, the lock-up function is used during a larger part of the work cycle,
which saves fuel.
When the operator wishes to change direction OptiShift senses the loader’s speed,
direction and accelerator position, and brakes the machine by applying the service
brakes automatically. This results in faster loading cycles, reduced load on the
powertrain, smoother changes in direction and lower fuel consumption.
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For more information about OptiShift, please visit: http://bit.ly/GFKVcq
Instituted in 1988, the Volvo Technology Award will be presented this year for the 25th
time. Its purpose is to recognise outstanding technological achievements by Volvo
Group personnel, which help to raise the Group’s technological image and promote
initiatives that will advance its technological expertise in the years ahead.
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Reporters who want more information, please contact:
Mårten Wikforss +46 31 66 11 27 or +46 705 59 11 49
For more stories from the Volvo Group, please visit http://www.volvogroup.com/globalnews.

Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video from Volvo Group. You can
preview and request video, and choose to receive as a MPEG2 file or by Beta SP tape. Registration and video is free
to the media.
The Volvo Group is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, drive
systems for marine and industrial applications and aerospace components. The Group also provides complete
solutions for financing and service. The Volvo Group, which employs about 115,000 people, has production
facilities in 20 countries and sells their products in more than 190 markets. In 2011 annual sales of the Volvo
Group amounted to about SEK 310 billion. The Volvo Group is a publicly-held company headquartered in
Göteborg, Sweden. Volvo shares are listed on OMX Nordic Exchange Stockholm. For more information, please
visit www.volvogroup.com or www.volvogroup.mobi if you are using your mobile phone.
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