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Press release 

The protector of the oceans receives the Volvo 
Environment Prize 
 
One of the world´s most innovative researchers into the future of the oceans 
and marine life, Professor Rashid Sumaila, receives the Volvo Environment 
Prize for 2017. He is an economist who has challenged traditional ways of 
marine governance and has introduced new ways of thinking, such as 
protecting the high seas as a “fish bank” for the world. 
 
Professor Rashid Sumaila is Director of the Fisheries Economics Research Unit, 
Institute for the Oceans and Fisheries at the University of British Columbia, Canada. 
Scientists here have been compiling statistics for years, clearly demonstrating that the 
global fish catch has stalled and is now falling, despite increased efforts from fishing 
fleets all over the world. 
 
“There is clear scientific evidence, supported by reports from fishermen all over the 
world that we are currently taking out too much fish. We are overfishing, depleting our 
resources”, says Rashid Sumaila. 
 
The world’s oceans, covering 70 per cent of the surface of the planet, were once seen 
as an infinite supply source for humans to use. But they are under strong pressure. 
Global fisheries catch is about 130 million tonnes of fish a year, caught both legally 
and illegally. It is a huge business, with an economic impact of about USD 500-billion 
a year, providing much-needed protein for billions of people and jobs for tens of 
millions. With global fish catch now in decline, both the business and food security are 
threatened. 
 
Rashid Sumaila’s research covers all aspects of the future health of the oceans: 
overfishing, oil spills, plastics pollution, ocean acidification and climate change. But 
he also provides solutions for managing the marine biosphere. One of his suggestions 
is to close the high seas to commercial fishing.  
 
The exclusive economic zones outside coastlines are usually guarded and monitored by 
individual countries. But the high seas cover two thirds of the world’s oceans. They are 
owned by everyone and no-one, which means they are up for grabs – and undefended.  
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Rashid Sumaila has suggested a total ban on fishing in the high seas, an idea initially 
seen as totally unrealistic. This has changed and the first high seas marine protected 
area, the Ross Sea in Antarctica, will come into force by 1 December 2017. He has 
been invited to present his idea to the United Nations, the Global Ocean Commission 
and the American Association for the Advancement of Sciences.  
 
“If we were to protect the high seas, we would create areas where the fish can hide and 
grow. Fish can later seed the economic zones of countries. This will improve not only 
the marine biodiversity but also the economics”, says Rashid Sumaila. 
 
Another of Rashid Sumaila’s research areas is subsidies to fishing fleets. He finds 
them mainly harmful and a factor behind overfishing. Through calculations, he and 
other researchers, looking globally, estimate it would be necessary to substantially cut 
down the current fishing fleets.  
 
“The science shows that this is what we need to do. If you want to rebuild, you need to 
pull back. If we allow the fish stocks to grow again, we can start to fish more and 
support people around the world with healthy animal protein. To say that the oceans 
are our lives is not an understatement: They need protection and how we treat them 
will have a profound impact on current and future generations.” 
 
The motivation of the jury of the Volvo Environment Prize Foundation: 
 
“Professor Sumaila is one of the world’s most innovative researchers on the future of 
the oceans, integrating the social and economic dimensions with ecology, law, 
fisheries science and traditional knowledge to build new pathways towards sustainable 
fisheries.He is a highly effective, strongly interdisciplinary researcher tackling one of 
the most complex global sustainability challenges of the 21st century.” 
 
This is echoed by the President of the University of British Columbia, Professor Santa 
Ono: 
 
“We are incredibly proud of Professor Rashid Sumaila. He is not only one of the most 
cited scientists, he also has the ability to bring science to life, to get everyone from 
children to laymen to experts interested in sustainability, climate change and the 
economy of fisheries, an area which he has pioneered.” 
  
For more information about the Volvo Environment Prize and this year’s winner, 
please contact the chairman of the jury, Professor Will Steffen, Fenner School of 
Environment and Society, Australian National University,  
e-mail: will.steffen@anu.edu.au  
Phone: +61 2 6125 4588 
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The Volvo Environment Prize was founded in 1988 and has become one of the world’s 
most prestigious environmental prizes. It is awarded annually to people who have 
made outstanding scientific discoveries within the area of the environment and 
sustainable development. The prize consists of a diploma, a glass sculpture and a cash 
sum of SEK 1.5 million and will be presented at a ceremony in Stockholm on 29 
November 2017. 
 
For more information about the 2017 laureate and the Volvo Environment Prize:  
www.environment-prize.com  
 

 
 
Rashid Sumaila, Professor at the University of British Columbia, Canada, is the Volvo 
Environment Prize Laureate for 2017. 
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For more stories from the Volvo Group, please visit www.volvogroup.com/press.  

 
The Volvo Group is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses, construction equipment and marine and 
industrial engines. The Group also provides complete solutions for financing and service. The Volvo Group, which 
employs about 95,000 people, has production facilities in 18 countries and sells its products in more than 190 markets. 
In 2016 the Volvo Group’s sales amounted to about SEK 302 billion (EUR 31,9 billion). The Volvo Group is a publicly-
held company headquartered in Göteborg, Sweden. Volvo shares are listed on Nasdaq Stockholm. For more 
information, please visit www.volvogroup.com. 
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