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Volvo Buses receives order for 90 electric buses 

from Belgium  
 
 

Volvo Buses has secured its largest ever order for complete solutions for electric 
bus traffic. The Belgian cities of Charleroi and Namur have together ordered 90 
Volvo 7900 Electric Hybrid buses as well as 12 charging stations. The buyer is 
public transport company TEC Group. The charging stations will be delivered by 
ABB.  
 

The order from TEC Group covers 55 buses for Charleroi and another 35 buses for 

Namur. ABB will supply 4 charging stations to Charleroi and 8 charging stations for 

Namur. Delivery and installation will get under way this autumn. After the delivery, the 

TEC Group will have ordered in total 101 Volvo electric hybrids and 15 ABB charging 

stations. 

“This is extremely gratifying! The order is a new milestone in our electromobility drive 

and confirms the competitiveness of our offer. We can see that more and more of the 

world’s cities are choosing electrified city bus traffic in order to deal with poor air 

quality and noise. The common interface for fast charging of buses and trucks, 

OppCharge, is gaining ground. The use by many suppliers of a common interface will 

facilitate the transition to electromobility in the world’s cities,” said Volvo Buses 

President Håkan Agnevall.  

The customer and operator, TEC Group, previously ordered 11 Volvo 7900 Electric 

Hybrids along with charging stations for Namur, a system that became operational in 

January this year. Once the 35 new buses take to the roads, 90 per cent of Namur’s 

public transport will be electrified.  

“As public transport company, the TEC Group is very proud to be a leader in the 

increase of the energy efficiency of its fleet. This strategic investment will participate in 

the improvement of the quality of life in the main city centers, and will allow the 

Walloon Region to achieve its environmental goals. The hybrid technology is the best 

compromise between the operational constraints and the energy efficiency for urban 

buses today”, said Vincent Peremans, CEO TEC Group. 
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Volvo’s electric hybrids and ABB’s fast-charging systems are based on a common 

interface known as OppCharge, whereby the charging stations can also be used by 

electrified buses from other vehicle manufacturers. OppCharge is now being 

implemented as a common interface in more than 12 countries.  

The Volvo 7900 Electric Hybrid operates quietly and exhaust emission-free on 

electricity for about 70 per cent of its route. Battery recharging takes 3 to 4 minutes with 

so called opportunity charging. Energy consumption is about 60 per cent lower than for 

a corresponding diesel bus. Volvo’s electric hybrids have already entered service in 

cities such as Gothenburg, Stockholm, Hamburg, Luxemburg, Namur and Curitiba. 

 

Volvo 7900 Electric Hybrid 

 

• Propelled by electricity for about 70 % of the route. 
• Quiet and exhaust emission-free when running on electricity. 
• 60 % lower energy consumption compared with a corresponding diesel bus. 
• 75–90 % lower carbon dioxide emission

1
, depending on choice of fuel. 

• Equipped with an electric motor, batteries and a small diesel engine. 
• The batteries are fast-charged at one or both ends of the bus route and charging takes 3-

4 minutes. 

1) Estimated figure for a 10 km city bus route, compared with a Euro 6 diesel bus. 

 

ABB OppCharge (Opportunity Charging) station 

• Common interface between charging station and vehicles, based on the car industry 

CCS standard 
• Charging power 150, 300 or 450 kW. 
• Pantograph attached to the pylon makes it possible to use a cost-effective solution that 

adds little weight to the bus roof. 
• Conductive charging using current collectors, with communication between the bus 

and charging station via Wi-Fi. 

 

More information about OppCharge: www.oppcharge.org 
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http://www.oppcharge.org/
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For further information, please contact:  

Helena Lind, Manager Media Relations, Volvo Bus Corporation  

Phone: +46 (0)31-323 62 57 

 

 

 
Volvo Buses is one of the world’s leading bus manufacturers, with a strong focus on vehicles and systems for long-term 
sustainable public transport. The product range includes complete transport solutions, city buses, intercity buses and 
tourist coaches, as well as services in financing, vehicle servicing, vehicle diagnostics and traffic information. Volvo 
Buses is part of Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction machines as 
well as drive systems for marine and industrial applications. Volvo Group also provides complete financing solutions. For 
more information visit http://www.volvobuses.com 

http://www.volvobuses.com/

