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Press release 

Volvo will bring autonomous electric buses to 
Singapore 
 
 
Volvo Buses and Nanyang Technological University (NTU) in Singapore have 
signed a cooperation agreement on a research and development program for 
autonomous electric 12-metre buses. The program is part of the Land Transport 
Authority of Singapore’s drive to create new solutions for tomorrow’s 
sustainable public transport.  
 
For Volvo Group this will be the first autonomous application in public transportation.  
The Volvo Group has been conducting research into autonomous transport solutions 
for several years. The company has demonstrated concept vehicles for applications in 
confined areas like mines, quarries and for transport of newly harvested sugar-cane in 
Brazil. One more step towards the future was taken last year with an autonomous 
concept truck for hub-to-hub transportations in semi-confined areas like harbours and 
dedicated lanes on highways.  
Volvo Group has also presented an autonomous, battery-electric, load carrier. 
 
“We are seeing fast-growing interest in both autonomous and electric vehicles in cities 
all over the world. Together with NTU, one of the world’s leading universities of 
technology, and Singapore and its Land Transport Authority, we now have the 
possibility of testing various solutions under realistic conditions. The technology 
developed in Singapore can contribute to future autonomous applications by Volvo 
Buses,” says Håkan Agnevall, President Volvo Buses.  
 
The basis of the program consists of two all-electric 12-metre Volvo 7900 Electric 
buses, of the same type that Volvo Buses already delivers today. Volvo and NTU will 
build the autonomous driving solution on Volvo’s platform. 
 
“Our electric buses already make it possible for cities to improve their air quality and 
reduce noise levels. With our system approach to electromobility we in addition open 
up new ways for urban planning. When developing autonomous solutions for public 
transport we can really leverage the Volvo Group expertise in this rapidly developing 
technology field,” Håkan Agnevall says. 
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One of the autonomous electric buses in the program will be used on Singapore’s 
advanced new test facility for autonomous vehicles and the second bus will be used for 
tests in the bus depot. The cooperative program between LTA, Volvo Buses and NTU 
is now underway and will initially last for two years. The jointly developed 
autonomous electric buses will arrive into Singapore in the beginning of 2019.  
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Journalists who would like further information, please contact: Helena Lind, Manager 
Media Relations, Volvo Bus Corporation Phone: +46 (0) 31 323 62 57 

  

 

 

For more stories from the Volvo Group, please visit www.volvogroup.com/press.  

 

 
The Volvo Group is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses, construction equipment and marine and 
industrial engines. The Group also provides complete solutions for financing and service. The Volvo Group, which 
employs about 95,000 people, has production facilities in 18 countries and sells its products in more than 190 markets. 
In 2016 the Volvo Group’s sales amounted to about SEK 302 billion (EUR 31,9 billion). The Volvo Group is a publicly-
held company headquartered in Göteborg, Sweden. Volvo shares are listed on Nasdaq Stockholm. For more 
information, please visit www.volvogroup.com. 
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