Press information

New I-See gives faster fuel saving
Volvo Trucks is now introducing a new version of I-See, a system in the new
Volvo FH that saves fuel when driving in hilly terrain. The new version remotely
obtains up-to-date information about the road’s topography from a central server,
so all trucks with I-See have access to the same fuel-saving information.

“Your own truck need not have driven on a particular hill even once – it will still be able
to reap the full benefit of the system’s potential. It’s enough that someone else with ISee has covered that stretch of road,” says Christer Pehrsson, Business Area Manager
for Long-Haul Operations.
I-See can be likened to an autopilot that takes care of gear selection, acceleration and
engine braking on hills in the most fuel-efficient way possible. The fuel saving for the
long-haul assignment may be as much as five percent.
The first time a truck equipped with the new version of I-See drives on a hilly stretch of
road, information about the local topography is transmitted wirelessly to the Volvo
Trucks server and is therefore not only stored locally in the truck’s memory, as it was in
the previous version of I-See.
When another truck with I-See drives on the same road, the system automatically
receives topography information from the server and makes sure gear-changes and
acceleration and braking take place fuel-efficiently the very first time it gets to the road.
With the new version all trucks with I-See, irrespective of which haulage firm they work
for, always have access to current, updated information about the gradients they come
across. The information is based entirely on actual topographical conditions, not on
maps that may become obsolete over time.
The first version of I-See was launched as one of many innovative functions in the new
Volvo FH. Even before delivery of the first new trucks to customers, it is time for an
upgraded version of the system to be launched.
“Our aim is to continuously develop our offer to create customer benefit, not least by
utilising the possibilities available with wireless communication, says Christer Pehrsson.
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I-See offers fuel savings on small and big hills.

How I-See works

- I-See is a software system that works together with the driveline and GPS. It requires
that the truck’s cruise control is activated.
- I-See receives data about the topography of a forthcoming gradient from the Volvo
Trucks server.
- When I-See registers that the truck is approaching an uphill gradient, the vehicle’s
speed increases. Thanks to kinetic energy the truck can drive longer in a higher gear and
thus reduce the need for fuel-sapping down-changes
- When the truck reaches the brow of the hill, I-See avoids unnecessary acceleration. Just
before the start of the downhill gradient, the driveline is disengaged and the truck is
allowed to freewheel to save energy. I-See starts gently applying the engine brake well
before the slope comes to an end.
- When a downhill slope is immediately followed by an uphill gradient, the truck is
allowed to freewheel to build up extra kinetic energy that is used to take it on the first
part of the uphill stretch.
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For further information, please contact:
Ida Mattsson, Media Relations Volvo Trucks, phone +46 31 323 63 42
e-mail: ida.mattsson@volvo.com

Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video about the Volvo Group’s various
production plants and products. You can download graphic images in the form of MPEG2 files or order them on Beta SP
tape. Registration and video are free to the media.
Images are available in the Volvo Trucks image bank http://images.volvotrucks.com.
Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and demanding customers, offering a full range of
medium to heavy duty trucks. Customer support is secured via a global network of 2,300 dealers and workshops in more
than 140 countries. Volvo trucks are assembled in 16 countries across the globe. In 2011 more than 115,000 Volvo
trucks were delivered worldwide. Volvo Trucks is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of
trucks, buses and construction equipment, and drive systems for marine and industrial applications. The Group also
provides solutions for financing and service. Volvo´s work is based on the core values quality, safety and environmental
care.
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